INTRODUCTION AND METHODS
The assemblages of Crustacea in southern Patagonian water bodies are characterized by their low species numbers and marked endemism, i.e., being populated with species of South America and Sub-Antarctic islands (Menu-Marque et al., 2000; De los Ríos-Escalante, 2010) . Studies on littoral microcrustaceans in Chilean lakes until now were restricted to Copepoda and Cladocera (Araya & Zúñiga, 1985; Soto & Zúñiga, 1991) , but it was already suggested probable that other crustaceans, like Amphipoda, are also present (González, 2003) .
The present study was performed in Parrillar Laguna National Reserve and the Magallanes National Reserve, both Chilean government protected areas, characterized by mountains with stands of the southern beech, Nothofagus antarctica (Forster) Oerst. The first site comprises a shallow lake (<10 m depth) and an adjacent pool (<1 m depth) with populations of the introduced salmonid fish Salvelinus fontinalis (Mitchill, 1814) ; this site is structured as a shallow lake with small adjacent pools (Luebert & Pliscoff, 2006) . The second site has the same kind of forest, with shrubs and peatlands, both within the area and in the surroundings (Luebert & Pliscoff, 2006) . The aim of the present study was to describe the zooplankton communities in the water bodies of the Parrillar Lake and Magallanes National Reserves.
NOTES AND NEWS
A lake and four small wetland water bodies were thus sampled in January 2012 (table I) . Horizontal hauls were taken in the pelagic zone and in the littoral zones with an Apstein net of 20 cm diameter and 80 μm mesh size, and the samples were fixed with absolute ethanol and identified with specialized literature (Araya & Zúñiga, 1985; Reid, 1985; Bayly, 1992; González, 2003) . Abiotic parameters (conductivity, temperature, and pH) were separately measured at all sites visited, using a Hanna Sensor. We then tested the relationships among species richness and temperature, conductivity, pH, and altitude, using the coefficient (Rho-Spearman) correlation, in the software Graph Prism (ver. 5.0).
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The studied sites show low conductivity values, and neutral to slightly alkaline pH (table I). The microcrustacean fauna (table I) was characterized by the presence of the cladoceran Ceriodaphnia dubia Richard, 1894 at four sites, i.e., all localities with the exception of Parrillar Lake. The cyclopoid copepod Mesocyclops araucanus Löffler, 1962 was found at all Magallanes National Reserve sites, whereas the amphipod Hyalella patagonica (Cunningham, 1871) was recovered from Parrillar Lake only. Chydorus sphaericus (O. F. Müller, 1785) occurred in Parrillar Lake and in one peatland in Magallanes National Reserve, and Daphnia juveniles and Hyalella simplex Schellenberg, 1943 were, together with Ostracoda, exclusively found at sites in the Magallanes National Reserve. The correlation analysis performed does not show any significant correlations of species richness, or even of the occurrence of the various species, with temperature, altitude, conductivity, or pH (table II). As expected (cf. González, 2003) , the presence of species of Amphipoda has now been confirmed for this Northern Patagonian region.
Our results are similar to those described for the zooplankton communities in southern Patagonian shallow lakes, and in ephemeral and permanent pools in that region (De los Ríos et al., 2008; De los Ríos & Soto, 2009 ). The studied sites correspond to a permanent lake with salmonid populations and an associated pool in the Parrillar Lake National Reserve, while the sites adjacent to Magallanes National Reserve correspond to ephemeral shallow peatlands that would be expected to show a different scenario for crustacean zooplankton communities. This was also demonstrated for deep lakes in Argentinean Patagonia (Modenutti et al., 1998) as well as for New Zealand lakes (Jeppensen et al., 2000) , which are very similar to the Chilean Northern Patagonian lakes.
The opposite scenario apparently has occurred earlier in geological time in North American and western European lakes, that are all characterized by high
